Pseudomonas cepacia, an organism traditionally regarded as having low pathogenicity in humans, has become recognised as an important nosocomial pathogen.4 5 Two reports of P cepacia arthritis treated successfully on the basis of in vitro antibiotic sensitivities have appeared.6 7 In one of these septic arthritis of the ankle followed repeated intra-articular steroid injection from a contaminated vial of methylprednisolone.7 We report a case ofP cepacia causing septic arthritis of the knee that remained culture positive for 44 days despite intravenous antibiotics, repeated needle aspiration of synovial fluid, and open synovectomy.
About 5-10% of all cases of septic arthritis occurring in adults are caused by Gram negative bacilli.1 2 The two most important factors predisposing to the development of Gram negative arthritis are intravenous drug use and an impaired host defence.' 3 Pseudomonas cepacia, an organism traditionally regarded as having low pathogenicity in humans, has become recognised as an important nosocomial pathogen.4 5 Two reports of P cepacia arthritis treated successfully on the basis of in vitro antibiotic sensitivities have appeared.6 7 In one of these septic arthritis of the ankle followed repeated intra-articular steroid injection from a contaminated vial of methylprednisolone. 
